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ELECTIONS !!!!!  RECOUNTS!!!!!! FRAUD!!!!!  Remember the elections between Al Gore and George Bush?  And you couldn’t imagine anything more complicated.  Well on Easter Sunday, April 4 we had State and Municipal Elections. On our Election Days all other activities are suspended. Only authorized election vehicles are permitted in the streets and no public gatherings are allowed.  We all knew the Government was up to something special but we never imagined all that would follow.  Quickly they declared fraud in the areas where the present governing party did not win.  They called for recounts and then new elections at 117 precincts in Santa Cruz, involving more than 25,000 people.  Also, they are presenting trumped up charges against certain politicians and city leaders with some arrests to take leading politicians out of the race.  Suddenly, many people move about with caution because of the insecurity in the streets.
How does this affect our ministry at the Bookstore?   The Government is already requiring more documentations for importing books and is leveling higher import tariffs for religious materials. Last shipment of books took 10 days to clear Customs with many observations. During the extended process, we made an unwilling donation of many books (literally they took material out of the boxes). Import duty rose from 20% to 23%.  To that we must add 16% sales tax.  Does that affect what the people can buy?  Indeed it does!  Minimum wage is still $92.42 per month.  Unemployment is at 30% according to the Santa Cruz Department of Commerce and Industry.   There are daily reported 10 to 20 burglaries in the center of town.  Imagine how many go unreported.

But in spite of all the gloomy news, God still works in peoples lives.  Last December a young man came into the Bookstore with his father who is paralyzed due to a car accident.  They were looking for good study books, because since the accident the Lord has called the father (paralyzed) to go to Bible Institute. His 17 year old son will accompany him as a student and an aid to his father.   So, they needed the books but didn’t have sufficient money to pay for them.   Thanks to Bookstore contributions from some friends in the US we were able to cover the difference.  Praise the Lord for willing hearts to serve both here in Bolivia and partnered by people in the United States.

[image: image1.jpg]


Words fail me to adequately express my appreciation for your prayers.  Without them, I could not continue.  So, please ask God to daily make me equal to the ministry challenges He sets before me.  Equally important is your partnership in personal support and those occasional contributions to the Bookstore ministry.
I praise God for you.
Yours in Christ

Marilyn Walter Madderom

“For the Equipping of the Saints and the Strengthening of the Body of Christ” Eph 4:12
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